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As we read, we will reflect on the many changes facing the new American nation as well as the 
developing American literary market and Americans' changing tastes to consider what makes a work 
of literature specifically for women as well as how literature can add to the identity of American 
women. We will discuss issues raised by different writers, texts, and literary movements, and we will 
consider how these issues may relate to particular historical and cultural events; such issues may 
include the notion of "America" and "being an American," race and racism, the rise of industry, 
selfhood and alienation, the possibility of violence, regionalism, modernity, feminism, and 
multiculturalism. We will also consider the political and historical purpose of each work of literature, 
trying to determine what impact (if any) the work had and continues to have on American culture 
and the concept of American womanhood. Finally, we will consider these works through a variety of 
theoretical lenses, including but not limited to Feminism, Gender Theory, Critical Race Theory, 
Black Feminist Thought, and Postmodernism. 
 
Throughout the term, we will consider a variety of issues that are of concern to scholars studying 
literature written for and by American women, including, but not limiting ourselves, to the 
following: 

• 
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Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, The Story of Avis (1873) 
Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Hope Leslie; or, Early Time in Massachusetts (1827) 
Other reads will be available through OWL. 
 
Technical Requirements: 

 
Stable internet connection 

 
Laptop or computer  

 
Working microphone  

 
Working webcam 

 

 
Participation       10% 
Assignment 1: Follow the Footnote    15% 
Or 
Assignment 1: Design an Assignment 
Assignment 2: Presentation & Co-authored Article Review 20% 
Assignment 3: Abstract and Annotated Bibliography  20% 
Assignment 4: Research Paper     35% 
 
Participation 
This is a seminar and is, thus, focused on discussion. While I may briefly lecture and turn the class 
over to individuals/groups for presentations throughout the term, the bulk of each class will be spent 
discussing the readings, both primary and secondary.  
 
You are expected to actively participate in each class. “Actively participate” means to be engaged 
with the discussion and the materials and to participate, thoughtfully, in the discussion. Please get in 
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including an explanation as to why you decided to focus on the work you did, how you plan to 
engage the class, and why you highlighted certain topics or assigned secondary readings.  
 
 
Assignment 2: Presentation & Co-authored Article Review 
Students will work in pairs give a 15- to 18-minute presentation (maximum) in which each group 
will present to the class on an article/essay pertinent to the day’s primary reading. Students will need 
to find an article/essay and share it with the instructor and class ahead of the presentation. Students 
will then:  

• Teach the class the article, taking care to explain the article’s purpose, it’s relevance to the 
day’s primary reading, and summarizing the article’s main points. 

• Review the article, explaining the value of the article and its usefulness to our discussion of 
Feminist Speculative Fiction.  

• Bring in other secondary sources if needed to support the Review. 
 
Presentation requirements: 

• Summarize, review, and evaluate the article.  
• Review and evaluate the article. In reviewing and evaluating the article, you are 

constructing an argument about the article. Be sure to support your argument with 
evidence.  

• Meet with me a minimum of one week in advance of your presentation to discuss your 
plan. 

• Provide a short outline/handout (no more than two pages) for your classmates (unless 
you choose to use PowerPoint/Prezi/etc.). This must be emailed to the instructor by 8:30 
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Written Assignments 
All texts on the syllabus are available for use in any assignment, but no text may be substantively 
employed in more than one assignment. Please use MLA formatting to document your research. I highly 
recommend you meet with me to discuss your plan for each assignment before you begin working on 
them 
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Owl/Sakai: The use of OWL/Sakai is necessary for successful completion of this course.  This 
includes accessing readings as stipulated in the course outline, downloading instructions and 
guidelines for assignments, and submitting assignments OWL.  All course information, including 
assignments, will be posted on the course website.  

Statement on Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed 
to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
the following Web 
site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf. 

Graduate Course Health and Wellness  
As part of a successful graduate student experience at Western, we encourage students to make their 
health and wellness a priority. Western provides several on campus health-related services to help 
you achieve optimum health and engage in healthy living while pursuing your graduate degree.  For 
example, to support physical activity, all students, as part of their registration, receive membership in 
Western’s Campus Recreation Centre. Numerous cultural events are offered throughout the year. For 
example, please check out the Faculty of Music web page http://www.music.uwo.ca/, and our own 
McIntosh Gallery http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/.  Information regarding health- and wellness-
related services available to students may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/. Students seeking 
help regarding mental health concerns are advised to speak to someone they feel comfortable 
confiding in, such as their faculty supervisor, their program director (graduate chair), or other 
relevant administrators in their unit.  Campus mental health resources may be found 
athttp://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html.  
 
 


